
Chairman’s Report for AGM to be held 26/01/2021 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen – where to start! 

My inaugural year as Chairman coincided with an unprecedented set of worldwide circumstances 

which affected us all personally and collectively, not least with the denial of cricket played properly, 

without the parameters under which we were forced to play! 

As I know many of you were, I too was going ‘stir crazy’ for the sound of willow on leather, Taplow 

teas and friendly after-match sessions with team-mates and foe.  Alas it was not all to be as we 

would have liked, but we did at least get a format of cricket in for half the season for both Saturday 

teams and Sunday XI.  I will let Chairman of Cricket, Andy Somerville, give a run-down of the playing 

side of the season in a moment. 

For those who played, they will remember the conditions under which we were allowed to play: no 

showers, no teas, sanitising hands and ball every 6 overs, areas in clubhouse restricted or closed off.  

However, I hope very much that the players were of full appreciation of just what it took to get these 

games on to give you cricket, and I would like to say on behalf of the club, and personally, a 

tremendous thank you to: 

Gerry and Di Mills, for working so hard to prep the clubhouse and surrounds in readiness for playing, 

both for the seniors and for the Friday night and other colts sessions. Gerry and Di have done a great 

deal of other work behind the scenes and my thanks for that too. 

Ed Pettman for donation of sanitisation gels and sprays etc. 

The captains and vice captains for making sure their players observed the rules set by the ECB and 

TVL in order to allow games to continue as safely as possible 

To the umpires who turned up every week and stood under the same COVID rules as the players and 

ensured that the new temporary game rules were observed, and that the cricket was played in the 

spirit of the game 

To everybody else who helped, and I apologise if not mentioned personally above, who followed the 

rules, who represented Taplow CC both on and off the pitch - I also thank you and have been proud 

to be your Chairman in these trying times 

Of course, finances of the club, without full use of the bar, the truncated subscription year, not able 

to hold social functions, not having any hirings, a part-season of Friday night colts, all make a very 

large hole in our revenue which represents the lifeblood of this club. However, we were able to 

secure, and are still applying for, grants which were/are available for cricket clubs to apply. A huge 

thank you to our Treasurer, Gillian Daglish, who has led from the front, not only in securing grants 

which have helped keep this club afloat, but also in trimming costs that the club could ill afford to 

continue paying whilst the facilities were not in use.  You will see some figures a little later in this 

meeting 

The importance of the captains ensuring the payment of match fees, and the players to make sure 

they are able to pay on the day of the game, cannot be over-emphasised, and help immensely in 

paying for the week-to-week costs of pitch preparation, ground and clubhouse maintenance that 

every club must incur 



On a sadder note, I must report to the membership that we lost two previous Chairmen of the club 

since the last AGM, Brian Wells and David Hawes. Brian was with the club as Chairman, Chairman of 

Cricket and did various other important jobs for the club that he loved. David Hawes, also a 

Chairman in the late seventies and a trustee of the ground, sadly passed just a week or two ago. This 

is to recognise their contributions to the club and mark their passing.  We also lost, not a committee 

member, nor player, but a much-valued member of the ‘backroom’, in Mary Christy.  Mary and 

Simon’s teas were the stuff of legend and were a big reason why the club is known for its ‘Taplow 

teas’ – the best in the area! 

For the season coming, my hope is we get back to proper competitive cricket under the ‘real’ rules of 

the game, and that we can socialise and enjoy our club to the full once again. I am afraid that it is out 

of our hands, but would be great 

Depending on finances available, we have some upgrades to machinery in mind, and other 

important clubhouse repairs (veranda roof) and renovations (Umpires’ room) to undertake in the 

coming year. Any help of course is always welcome, and also anyone who is able to sponsor the club, 

or who knows someone who might do so, please let me or someone from the Committee know 

 

Many thanks 

 

Andy Bond 

January 2021 

 

 


